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The Role of Children’s Novels in Shaping the Emerging Child's Personality and

Instilling Moral Values:

""Sophie's Miseries by the Countess de Segur' as a Model.
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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the role of children's novels in instilling noble moral and
human values, while rejecting behaviors and deviations that may undermine these
values and appear in children. Western novels, in particular, have played a
significant role in this art form due to their understanding of the impact that
storytelling and its beautiful techniques can have on a child's psychology and
behavior. To examine a model of such children’s novels and their relationship to the
reinforcement of human and moral values, we have chosen the novel "Sophie's
Miseries” by the Countess de Segur. This novel embodies many of these values,
making it an ideal example for this study.

Through description, analysis, and a narrative reading of the novel's content, we
were able to identify a number of moral and human values portrayed by the author,
particularly in the relationship between the grandmother and her granddaughter. The
novel transforms from a narrative artistic work into an educational and guiding
piece. Therefore, it is essential to pay attention to this type of children's literature for
its potential to bring about change and refinement in the values and behaviors of
children .

Keywords: Childhood, children's novel, moral and human values, adventure, Sophie's
Miseries.
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