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Children’s Stories: The Question of Genre and the Problem of Terminology
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Abstract:

This abstract delineates the conceptual scope of children’s stories— or stories directed to children— compared
to other similar genres. Children’s stories are considered an independent literary form, forging its own
identity and establishing its essential characteristics. Undeniably, children’s stories are not only a cultural
artifact, but also an instructive medium, which makes them indispensable to child upbringing and the
development of their moral background. Thus, children’s stories enable a contextual domain that interweaves
the textual domain and the time of reading, thereby cultivating recipient children’s awareness and developing
their social perception. This article seeks first to define children’s stories and germane narrative genres.
Second, it seeks to identify the core components distinguishing various narrative genres. Such distinctions
would help conceptualize children’s stories and clearly identify its defining features, thereby reflecting the
research’s attempt to foster an understanding of children’s stories.

Keywords: story, tale, short story, novel, children’s stories.
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