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The Referential Function in Children's Literature An Analysis of Ecolinguistic Characteristics
in the Stories Sirina and It's Only One Flower
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Abstract This study undertakes a reading and ecolinguistic analysis of two children picture books: Sirinaby Shaykha Al-Ziyara
(2022) and /r's Only One Flowerby Huda Al-Sha'ir (2014). The research examines the /iterariness of both texts according to Sa'd
Maslah's model, then investigates the dominant linguistic function in the texts according to Jakobson's theory of language functions
and its relationship to Arabic rhetorical methods. Subsequently, the study applies the theoretical foundations proposed by
Lawrence Buell in his work The Environmental Imaginationto the environmental ideas embodied in the two texts. It then examines
the extent to which these ideas align with the linguistic function. Ecocriticism has emerged as a vital and fertile field within

contemporary critical studies and has begun to establish a notable presence in literary and critical scholarship. Environmental ideas
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concerned with the environment, life, and the future of the universe have contributed to shaping fundamental themes in literary

Since children’s literature constitutes an important part of the broader literary field, it has texts, both poetry and prose.

been influenced by environmental ideas, and its thematic range has expanded to include works that implicitly foster
environmental awareness in young readers. The research concludes that the term literariness applies to both texts and
that the dominant function in them is the referential function according to Jakobson, in addition to the rhetorical
predominance of declarative sentences, which corresponds to the linguistic role of the dominant function. The study
also identifies the presence of environmental awareness in both stories, highlighting two environmental threats: one to
marine creatures and another to existence of bees.

Keywords: ecocriticism, bees, Buell, dominant function, Sirina, referential, flower.
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