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Abstract

The development of language in
childrengoesthroughtwo main stages: the
pre-linguistic phase (= the semiotic stage)
and the linguistic phase. During the
semiotic stage, the childdoes not use
linguisticsigns (words), but rather uses
expressive forms, such as randomsounds,
cries, laughter, gestures and kinemes, to
instinctively express
his/herbiologicalneeds. This iswhy |
calledit "the stage of semioticlanguage”,
Eachsignsymbolizes in this stage a
generaltheme.

The Semioticlanguageis instinctive and not
learned, itisthereforecommonamong  all
children, and is not subject to the rules of the
linguistic system used by adultsrepresented
in the paradigmatic axis, the syntagmatic

axis, the double articulation , and the
displacementwhichdistinguishes the
humanlanguagefrom the animal one.

Keywords: semiotic stage, child, cries,

laughter, gestures, biologicalneeds.
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