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Women in the context of sanctified and institutionalized violence: an
anthropological reading of human sacrifice and virginity
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Abstract;
To study the origins of subjugation and oppression imposed upon women, it is essential to
revisit human cultures and the roles that women have historically occupied within them. This
inquiry also entails an examination of how individuals have perceived women as conscious
entities. Throughout history and across diverse regions, women have endured various forms
of violence, including verbal abuse, derogatory language, and the attribution of various
attributes designed to confine and suppress them. Some of these practices assumed a violent
and cruel character but were simultaneously imbued with sanctity. They permitted the
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shedding of blood, bodily amputation, mutilation, and ritual sacrifice. In some cases, specific
body parts, both human and animal, were presented to deities as offerings in which women
were often included. Additionally, some rituals required specific symbolic elements, such as
the color red or the offering of blood, which were integral to social customs. Anthropologists
have emphasized the significance of these elements in various societal practices. In this
article, we endeavor to provide a nuanced exploration of these phenomena.

Keywords: Women, Violence Against Women, Sacrifice, Virginity.
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