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The Presence and Manifestation of the Mythological Symbol in Algerian

Children's Theater

- The Play "The Olive Branch'" by Ezz Eddine Djalawji as a Model -
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Abstract:

Writers and authors in Algeria have long drawn inspiration for their literary and theatrical
works from folklore, which serves as an inexhaustible source. Since symbols involve
much interpretation and ambiguity, especially when directed at children, this paper
explores the mythological symbol in one of the most prominent modern Algerian
children's plays by Ezz Eddine Djalawji. By examining the play "The Olive Branch," we
investigate the dimensions and implications of the mythological symbol. Did the author
use the symbol for its own sake, or to hint at a reality that can only be expressed through
children's theater? This medium encapsulates cultures, concepts, values, and future
aspirations, serving as a powerful tool to trigger children's creativity. Theater, as an
imaginative and representational process involving movement, suspense, and singing,

naturally attracts children who inherently tend to express themselves through role-

playing.

Keywords: Mythological Symbol, Children's Theater, Algerian Literature, The
Olive Branch Play, Ezz Eddine Djalawji.
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