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Representations of Memory and Identity in Rabai Al-Madhoun's Novel "Destinies"

A Reading in the Stakes of Cultural Resistance
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Abstract:

The contemporary Palestinian novel is considered one of the most prominent literary
fields that chronicled the Nakba and deeply touched upon the transformations of identity
and the repercussions of exile and diaspora. Among these works stands out the novel
“Destinies: Concerto of the Holocaust and the Nakba" by Palestinian author Rabai Al-
Madhoun (winner of the 2016 International Prize for Arabic Fiction), as a structurally
complex narrative text that re-represents the Palestinian tragedy through a narrative
perspective intersecting with broader human tragedy, such as the Holocaust. In his novel,
Al-Madhoun invokes the duality of the Nakba and the Holocaust to reproduce the
discourse of memory and identity, revealing the overlap between the personal and the

collective, the historical and the imagined.

This study seeks to analyze the themes of asylum, identity, and memory in the novel
through a socio-textual approach based on thematic and structural analysis, invoking
social, historical, and cultural backgrounds that form the semantic field of the text. It also
sheds light on the multiple narrative techniques adopted by Al-Madhoun and their impact
on embodying the Palestinian refugee experience as an existential experience and identity
par excellence, and how memory and narrative contribute to reshaping the concept of

identity within the post-Nakba space.

Keywords: Palestinian novel, Memory, Identity, Rabai Al-Madhoun, Diaspora, Cultural

resistance.
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