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Abstract:

The novel is an aesthetic expression of a complex reality enveloped by overlapping
criteria. It is a literary genre that emerged in the modern era, and its appearance was
linked to the development of bourgeois society, as the philosopher Hegel stated. The
purpose of this expression and narrative art is to reveal several aspects of this reality with
all its data and circumstances, which motivates the novelist to focus on presenting,

addressing, and exploring it.

Despite the development of the Algerian novel and the emergence of a significant number
of Algerian novelists, they have started using different names and striking titles for their
novels to attract the reader's attention. Examples include novels like "Jazia and the
Dervishes" by Abdelhamid Benhadouga, "Nawwar Al-Louz" and "Sayyidat Al-Magam" by
Waciny Laredj, and “The Ashes that Washed the Water" by Azzedine Djellaoudji, among

other selected models.

This study aims to examine the poetics of titling in the contemporary Algerian novel,
from naming to textuality, through reading selected models. The title represents a textual
focal point that surrounds the text and highlights its being. It is a threshold that usually
witnesses the negotiations of acceptance and rejection between the reader and the
narrative text. Therefore, several questions form the core of this research, including: Why
is the phenomenon of titling in the Algerian novel a subject of study? Does the title
provide the Algerian novel with a productive vision? What are the most important
sources of titling in the Algerian narrative text? And has the Algerian novel, through its

titles, managed to find a special place or space for itself in the minds of readers?

Keywords: The Algerian novel, Titling, Threshold, Textuality, Modern criticism.
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