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Arab Women and the Discourse of Resistance; Between the Desire for Self-Assertion
and Submission to the Patriarchal System

A Reading of the Novel “Well of Deprivation" by Thsan Abdel Quddous
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This approach, entitled "Arab Women and the Discourse of Resistance; Between
the Desire for Self-Assertion and Submission to the Patriarchal System - A
Reading of the Novel 'Well of Deprivation' by Ihsan Abdel Quddous," aims to
investigate the forms of patriarchal cultural hegemony over women in Arab
societies, and how men themselves respond to it through writing. It attempts to
break free from the discourse of exclusion established by a societal perspective that

is hostile to women on one hand, and the structure of patriarchal culture that
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sanctifies masculinity on the other. The novel falls within the resistant cultural
discourse, questioning the reality of Arab women and highlighting the

authoritarian institutions they face.

Accordingly, relying on the descriptive-analytical approach, we attempted to reveal
the implications of the artistic discourse in its dimension associated with male-
dominated society. We examined how the socio-cultural system in Arab societies
contributes to producing a stereotyped and split self, torn between the desire for

self-assertion and the effort to satisfy this system's expectations.

Keywords: Arab woman, resistance discourse, self-assertion, patriarchal system,

Well of Deprivation, Ihsan Abdel Quddous.
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