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Abstract:

The Arabic novel embodies a philosophical dimension that enables reflection on human
nature and existential concerns, as it transcends mere narrative function to become an
instrument of psychological and social analysis, and a means of shedding light on major
existential questions. It explores the meaning of life, freedom, destiny, belonging, and death.
In this context, Wedding of the Mule by Tahar Wattar represents a model of the novel that
addresses the human existential dilemma, offering an insightful portrayal of the conflict
between the individual and society, between personal freedom and social constraints, while

unveiling symbolic dimensions of identity and dignity.

Furthermore, the satirical narrative style and the abundant use of interior monologue allow
the novel to convey these reflections to the reader, opening a space for critical thinking and
for raising questions essentially related to human nature and one’s position vis-a-vis the self
and, consequently, the world. The novel’s philosophical dimension affirms that the conflict
between the individual and society is not confined to a social level, but extends to an
existential one that raises fundamental ontological questions. Thus, the narrative interweaves
artistic storytelling with philosophical reflection in a distinctive satirical mode, requiring
comprehensive knowledge, profound philosophical awareness of the essence of things and

situations, and a vision that transcends the actual toward the possible.

Keywords: existential questions, conflict, satire, the sacred, the profane.
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