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Abstract:

: This paper explores how administrative decentralization can serve as a strategic tool
for achieving sustainable development, especially in countries facing socio-economic
and environmental challenges. Decentralization refers to the transfer of administrative
powers from the central government to local or regional authorities. It exists in several
forms: territorial, functional, and institutional. The study highlights the benefits of
decentralization, such as: Bringing decision-making closer to citizens. Encouraging
local investment and economic development. Improving access to public services like
health and education. Promoting environmental protection through local action.
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However, it also discusses challenges like: Legal and institutional ambiguity. Weak
financial resources at the local level. Lack of skilled human resources and technological
tools. The paper concludes that for decentralization to effectively contribute to
sustainable development, it must be supported by: Clear legal frameworks. Adequate
financial autonomy. Capacity building. Strong citizen participation and collaboration
with civil society. In essence, decentralization, if well-implemented, can foster more
inclusive, balanced, and environmentally responsible development.

Keywords: Administrative decentralization, environmental protection; sustainable

development indicators; legal means and tools for environmental protection
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