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Abstract:

Violence is an ancient global phenomenon that societies have long suffered from,
despite cultural differences among them. Violence is merely a manifestation of the
cultural structure and prevailing values within a society. Analyzing it helps in
understanding the forms, sources, and impacts of violence on individual behaviors and
social relationships.

Violence is a concept whose meanings and interpretations have varied greatly among
thinkers and researchers due to its broad scope. It includes diverse types and
manifestations and results in harmful effects on individuals and society. Violence is
defined as any behavior or act that causes harm. Acts of gender-based violence
constitute violations of several universal human rights protected by international
charters and agreements. Many forms of gender-based violence, though not all, are
considered illegal and criminal acts under national laws and policies.

Violence against women specifically refers to direct or indirect assaults based on their
gender — being women — that may cause physical or psychological harm. It also
includes threats, coercion, or arbitrary deprivation of freedoms. Violence against
women by family members is a widespread and increasingly serious problem in Yemen.
However, it is difficult to accurately measure the extent and magnitude of this violence,
as women are often reluctant to report domestic violence.

In light of the above, the main research question emerged:

What is gender-based violence within the penal system, particularly in Yemeni society?
This study aims to identify forms of gender-based violence, particularly against accused
women in Yemeni society. The study utilized a descriptive methodology. The findings
showed that imprisoned women are subjected to various forms of discrimination. For
instance, although accused women have the right to be released on bail, this rarely
happens. Bail, whether commercial or otherwise, can be used to prevent the
incarceration of minor defendants or mothers, to avoid leaving children without
maternal care or having children accompany their mothers into prison. Bail can thus
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serve as an alternative to short-term imprisonment to mitigate the severe effects
incarceration has on women's conditions.

Keywords: Violence, gender, penal system.
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