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Scientific certainty and its impact on the environmental obligations of states

to protect the ozone layer as a model
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Abstract:
Scientific warning usually precedes any legislative action to preserve the environment.
A legislator usually intervenes upon obtaining scientific evidence of environmental
damage. Thus, there is a strong relationship between scientific advance and
environmental law , the more science develops in predicting environmental damage, the
greater the legislator's intervention to address environmental risks based on available
information.  This study seeks to demonstrate the relationship between science and
international environmental law by focusing on  ozone depletion, one of the most
important environmental issues that received serious attention from the United Nations

in the mid-1980s. The Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer of
1985 and the Montreal Protocol  are among the most successful environmental

agreements that provided solutions due to the scientific certainty provided by
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scientists necessitated amendments to the obligations of states parties beyond
precautionary measures and set new commitments meet the scientific evidence.
Keywords: Vienna convention, ozone layer, Montreal protocol, environmental
damages, international environmental law. scientific certainty, precautionary measures.
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