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Abstract :

This study addresses a central research problem concerning the
erasure and reinterpretation of original Arabic toponyms of several
archaeological sites in the Levant, and the resulting impact on the reshaping
of the region’s historical and geographical consciousness. The primary aim
is to uncover the linguistic and historical roots of these place names and to
highlight their civilizational significance as an integral part of Arab identity,
while critically examining attempts to replace or distort them.

The study adopts a comparative analytical approach, tracing the
evolution of site names through historical and geographical sources and
comparing them with contemporary nomenclature. It employs a range of
tools, including textual analysis of classical sources, consultation of Arabic
lexicons, engagement with archaeological findings, and the use of both
historical and modern maps to document changes in toponymes.

The study arrives at several key findings. Most notably, many Arabic
place names of archaeological sites in the Levant possess deep-rooted
linguistic and historical continuity that reflects an enduring civilizational
presence. Furthermore, attempts to alter these names are often disconnected
from the authentic historical context of the region. The findings also
underscore that preserving original toponyms is not merely a linguistic
concern, but a scholarly and cultural necessity, as it safeguards historical
memory and reinforces awareness of civilizational identity in the face of
distortion and reinterpretation.

Keywords: (Etymology- Judaization- Archaeological Sites- Palestine-

Levant)
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Goring-Morris, N, 2005, fig.12.6
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