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Abstract :

Urban heritage in Mauritania represents a rich civilizational and cultural
asset, reflecting the depth of history and the diversity of heritage found in its
ancient cities. At the same time, it constitutes a promising resource for
enhancing the country’s tourism appeal. However, this heritage still faces
multiple challenges, ranging from neglect and weak valorization policies to
limited awareness of its economic and tourism significance.

This study aims to highlight the role of urban heritage in supporting tourism
attractiveness in the country, to assess the current approaches adopted in its
management, and to identify the main challenges that hinder its valorization.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, which often employs
geographical perspectives concerned with the relationship between
phenomena, their spatial distribution, development, and mutual influence, as
well as the structures and forms these phenomena take under specific
conditions.

The study concludes that Mauritania possesses significant tourism potential
in the field of heritage; however, its contribution to development remains
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limited due to the absence of effective strategies for valorization and
promotion.

The study recommends adopting an integrated approach aimed at the
rational and sustainable valorization and investment of heritage, developing
tourism infrastructure, and promoting this heritage e the internet to raise
awareness of ancient cities and their architectural assets. Such efforts would
help attract tourists and researchers, thereby contributing to sustainable
tourism development based on preserving the country’s architectural and
cultural identity.

Keywords: Urban heritage, urban fabric, tourism, tourist attractiveness,
Mauritania.
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