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Abstract:

This study explores the European Union’s security and defense challenges amid crises such as the
Russian-Ukrainian war and the COVID-19 pandemic. It aims to assess the EU’s preparedness and
propose strategies for resilience and stability. The research examines gaps in member states’
defense capabilities, the impact of health and economic crises on policies, and the rise of far-right
movements affecting European unity. Findings reveal uneven military readiness, recruitment
difficulties, and pressures on defense spending, highlighting the need for coordinated responses.
The study emphasizes strengthening solidarity, joint defense capacities, and adaptive policies to
face future crises. Overall, a comprehensive and unified approach is essential to ensure Europe’s
security and stability.

Keywords: European Union, security, COVID-19 crisis, Russo-Ukrainian War, economy, right-
wing extremism.
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Note: Only statistically significant differences shown. “Support” percentages represent
respondents who have a favorable view of each party. “Do not support” percentages
represent respondents who have an unfavorable view of each party. For more information
on European populist parties, see Appendix A.

Source: Spring 2019 Global Attitudes Survey. Q48c.
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