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British policy towards the slave trade in Nigeria: between humanitarian rhetoric and imperialist aims
during the nineteenth century.
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Abstract:

This research examines the complex relationship between British humanitarian discourse on
the abolition of the slave trade in Nigeria and imperialist objectives during the 19th century, aiming
to analyze its sincerity and uncover its underlying motives. It is divided into two main sections: the
first addresses the humanitarian and legal framework, while the second explores the imperialist
dimensions, employing an analytical approach that connects rhetoric with practice. The findings
reveal that this discourse was not purely humanitarian but rather intertwined with strategic and
economic considerations, and was used to justify expansion, thus making abolition part of a

broader imperial project.
Keywords: The slave trade; Nigeria; humanitarian discourse; British imperialism.
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