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Abstract:

This paper explores representations of civilizational conflict in contemporary Arabic fiction
as a narrative structure fluctuating between discursive illusion and historical reality. It analyzes
how Arab novelists portray cultural tensions between the Arab self and the. Western Other within
colonial and postcolonial contexts, emphasizing their symbolic and ideological implications. The
study deconstructs fictional discourses that perpetuate the notion of a clash of civilizations and
examines their roots in collective memory and ideological constructions. Conversely, it highlights
alternative narratives that advocate civilizational interaction, cultural dialogue, and mutual
understanding, presenting the Arabic novel as a critical space for negotiating identity and
redefining relations with the Other.

Keywords: Civilizational Conflict; Cultural Interaction; The Arabic Novel; Dialogue.
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