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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the urban, cultural, and social foundations of Istanbul; analyze the
role of religious and civil institutions in shaping its urban fabric; and examine the continuity of the
city’s historical identity amid political and social transformations, while providing a comprehensive
analysis that transcends the thematic fragmentation characteristic of previous studies.

The results indicate that Istanbul’s cultural identity is based on an integrated interaction among
multiple elements, most notably: mosques, which function as social and cultural centers, sultan’s
palaces, which represent authority and artistic achievement; markets and squares, which foster
economic and social interaction, and streets, which connect the city’s neighborhoods. Together, these
elements reflect the intelligent and coherent urban planning that has shaped the city over the centuries
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