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Abstract:

This study examines the essence of the protagonist and the transformation of the concept of heroism from
mythology to cinema through an analysis of the character "S" in Amin Sidi-Boumédiéne’s 2019 film Abu Leila. It
investigates the changing concept of heroism within cinematic contexts, considering cinema a modernist art form.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the study is organized into three sections: the first explores the
theoretical concept of the protagonist and the different types of heroic exploits; the second examines the structure and
construction of the cinematic character from inner to outer life; and the third presents a case study of "S" in
comparison with the mythological hero and the tragic human hero. The findings reveal that "S" embodies a significant
transformation in the concept of the protagonist by privileging psychological conflict over extraordinary
achievements. Despite his weakness, which challenges conventional notions of heroism, "S" remains the central figure
of the journey, offering a new understanding of heroism grounded in inner maturity, human experience, and the
understanding of suffering.
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