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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the issue of Occidentalism and Orientalism, and the
interconnectedness and separation between them. Orientalism played a pivotal role in uncovering
and directing Eastern thought to perform roles according to the convictions, orientations, and
objectives of Westerners, in order to embed them in Arab society in a clever way to control Arab
thinking. This led to a search for an alternative, giving rise to the idea of Westernization as a reverse
reaction, whose main goal was to understand the intellectual, political, and civilizational conditions
of the West. It was an attempt to explore everything related to the West, known as Occidentalism,
beginning with the Westerners who engaged with the Eastern heritage under what is called
Orientalism. This cyclical interrelation had a real impact on shaping historical events, as if the issue
had turned into an attempt to seize and rid oneself of the past due to the shaken relationship between
the two sides.
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