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Abstract:
This study examines the semantic significance of the term al-zaygh in the Qur’an by tracing its
occurrences, reviewing the views of linguists and exegetes concerning its meaning, and analyzing its
Qur’anic contexts to determine the extent to which its semantic significance is consistent or varies
according to context.
The analysis of the occurrences of this term shows that its meaning is grounded in a unifying core
sense, namely deviation from uprightness. This core meaning, however, varies according to the
Qur’anic context: in relation to the hearts, it denotes deviation from the truth; in relation to the eyes,
it refers to a turning away or deviation affecting them; and it also occurs in contexts of conduct and
action. This variation concerns what the term is applied to rather than a variation in its fundamental

meaning.
Keywords: al-zaygh, Qur’anic context; semantic consistency,; exegesis.
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