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Abstract:

This article falls within the domain of cultural studies, focusing on the analysis of the orphan’s image in
ancient Arabic poetry. Drawing on an approach that integrates cultural methodology with aesthetic
analysis, the study demonstrates that poets did not present the orphan merely as a social datum, but rather
as a multidimensional symbolic structure. In this structure, representations of vulnerability and suffering
intersect with connotations of compassion and social solidarity. Furthermore, within the context of boasting,
the orphan emerged as a metric for measuring generosity, while in other texts, the figure manifested as a
symbol of patience and endurance. On an artistic level, the study reveals the richness of the poetic lexicon
associated with orphanage and the diversity of rhetorical mechanisms and expressive techniques used to
shape this image. On a cultural level, the orphan’s image reflected the prevailing value systems and
underwent a semantic shift from literal reality toward a broader symbolic horizon. The study concludes that
the orphan in ancient Arabic poetry represents a complex semantic structure that unveils the depth of the
cultural and human vision inherent in this heritage.
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