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Abstract:

This article examines the root-derivative dichotomy and its manifestations in Arabic linguistic
systems, tracing its presence in both the morphological and syntactic systems through examples
presented as relationships between pairs of terms, such as: the abstract and the concrete, the sound
and the defective, the intransitive and the transitive, and the derived and the constructed.

This study seeks to uncover the mechanisms governing the operation of root and derivative,
their presence in the linguistic system, and to demonstrate the importance of this dichotomy as a
methodological pillar in the construction of the linguistic system.

The study addresses the issue of how grammarians use this dichotomy in explaining linguistic
phenomena.

The study has concluded with a number of findings, the most important of which is that the
root-derivative dichotomy is not merely a formal classification, but rather a logical tool for

regulating analogy
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