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Abstract:

development of the “anthropology of Islam.” It emphasizes the need to reassess the conceptual and
methodological frameworks through which Western anthropologists have studied religion in general and Islam
in particular.

The first part analyzes the underlying assumptions shaping Western anthropological studies of Islam, while
the second outlines alternative approaches for understanding Islam beyond Western-imposed paradigms.
The study concludes that Asad’s critique exposes the persistence of Western-centrism in the social sciences
and calls for more reflexive, context-sensitive, and critical anthropological perspectives on Islam and Muslim
societies.

Keywords: Anthropology of Islam ;Orientalism;Colonialism ; Religion.
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