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The desert from sacred texts to marginal ones :
Acomparative reading in the symbolism of space
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Abstract:

The desert has occupied an important place for Bedouin man since ancient times. It filled his being until he
came to see it as a haven for stability and a refuge for safety. It has become a sacred and inspiring space. Its
sanctity was revealed in the holy texts, especially since the desert was the warm embrace that sheltered the
prophets and messengers. It was a symbolic geographical space par excellence.This scientific paper aims to
examine symbolic meanings that the desert has instilled in the experiences of the prophets and to read them
comparatively through the cultural migration from one religion to another and from a foundational text to
a marginal text. Our evidence for this is the sacred texts : the Old Testament, the New Tastament, the Holy
Quran, stories and exegeses.
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-Bachelard(Gaston), La terre et les réveries du corps, Céres, Tunis, 1996.

-Chevalier(Jean) & Gheerbrant(Alain), Dictionnaire des symboles, éd.Robert Laffont.
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