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Abstract:
The question of Jewish identity is one of the most complex issues in Judaism, as it is generally
accepted among scholars that Jewish identity is passed down through the maternal line. However,
secular Zionism in particular has turned this rule on its head, so that identity has become linked to
financial influence and the struggle to realize the Promised Land, in addition to the inclusion of
peoples and nations in Judaism whose ancestors had no connection to Judaism—neither in religion
nor lineage—Yyet today they are Jews and possess the right to Jewish citizenship. Recently, political
parties have emerged that require members to demonstrate ethnically verified Jewish identity,
reigniting the debate over Jewish identity.
Keywords: ldentity, Judaism, Zionism, ethnicity.
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