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Abstract:

George Makdisi advanced the thesis that the Hanbali, rather than the Ash ‘art, represents the
dominant doctrinal current in Islam, in contrast to what most scholars and historians have
maintained. This study examines this thesis and highlights its methodological shortcomings by
analyzing Makdisi’s views on key issues, including the role of the Nizamiyya madrasas, the Ash ‘arite
affiliation of Imam Abii Ishdaq al-Isfarayini, and the coherence of al-Ash ‘ari’s thought. It concludes
by refuting this thesis and affirms the predominance of the Ash ‘ari school in Islamic history, at least
from the fifth/eleventh century onward.
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