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Abstract:

The European exploratory missions towards Algeria are of great importance as they were
considered the key to the French invasion, and the road map towards starting to implement its
economic projects, especially the trans-Saharan railway project, which is the subject of our
research and the implementation of the ideas of the Saint-Simonian movement in North Africa. The
aim of it is to clarify that the exploratory missions intersect at several points with the railway
project, which was not denied by the French reports that dealt with the project through the imperial
decree of 1857, which encouraged expansion in the Algerian desert and the exploitation of its
resources in preparation for penetration into Africa to restore French glory and build a new French
empire in Africa.
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