@ sleall Alzs ISSN: 1112-4377, EISSN: 2588-2384
=i EL MIEYAR 2026:4.31 02: 5041 300

PP pC RN v FIPRC PN U AP AN JCEOE SO [ (g g Y RUPRCAIRY]
Self and Memory in the Prison Experience:
A Critical Reading of Yahya Al-Senwar’s Novel Thorn and Carnation

1 &L’ e
djebaili.samra@univ-khenchela.dz
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1897-9507

2026/03/15 : i g0 2025/09/27: a3t 5y
Received: 27092025 published: 715/03/2026

JUl) jeshe

Gas Lyl oo LAy Sl Blay (3 el 22 5513 U e Legng ndandl) o) K5 1K) ol s Jbs
Wype LS ol it dawldly dslaxn Vg wnid) slod) aul)s o Rl (3 aeladly ol BSIUN oNdy ) Al WS
a3l Yly 255l sl o a3y comad) 503 351U Il K5 e 35 oY1 iy o2 ) Bl czd oS
sy 33l elad ) ol 3515 U3 CaS 58 o aWls AY1 o gl By S5 al ) O il bl a3y el 5 iy 3Ll
el JLadly 351 Laim (3 oY) 95 BB caBLAH Raglal) jia5y & shl
aglall () 3l (igebl (3 51U (ol tdede OIS

Abstract:

This paper explores the formation of Palestinian self and identity through the memory of
imprisonment in Yahya al-Sinwar’s novel Thorns and Carnations. It analyzes the narrative
structure and the representations of individual and collective memory, while addressing the
psychological, social, and political dimensions of the prison experience. The study is structured
around two main axes: the first examines identity and memory formation within prison, and the
second focuses on the thematic and human aspects of collective suffering. The findings highlight
how the novel captures the tension between pain and hope, transforming prison memory into a
space for reconstructing identity and reinforcing cultural resistance, while emphasizing literature’s
role in preserving collective memory and the Palestinian struggle
Keywords: self; memory; identity; narrative; prison; Resistance.
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