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The Transformation of Balcony Spaces Between Visual Pollution and Cultural Dynamics:
A Sociological Study of the 600-Housing Neighborhood in the City of Sétif
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Abstract:

This study examines balcony spaces in the 600-Housing Neighborhood of Setif as a field of
social interaction between individuals and the community, It demonstrates how individual
modifications to balconies intersect with formal architectural structures, producing forms of visual
pollution imbued with cultural meanings, These practices reflect households’ attempts to adapt to
limited space and to express their privacy and individuality within the collective urban context. The
findings indicate that balcony modifications are not merely aesthetic concerns but represent
everyday strategies for reshaping social symbolism within the community, Thus, balconies serve as
sociological indicators, providing insight into shifts in mentalities and patterns of urban living in
built environments.
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