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Abstract :

This study addresses the concept of evil through an approach that combines Quranic linguistic and semantic analysis
with the Sufi experience, their perception of evil, and their mechanism for confronting it. It examines the extent of coherence with
the linguistic and Quranic nature of the concept, effectiveness of their methodology and its alignment with the findings of
psychoneurological, This constitutes an alternative framework, intended to critique the contemporary historical-anthropological
orientation, as applied by modern Orientalism, to concepts of rational and affective origin in the Quranic text, with Jacqueline
Chabbi as a representative example. We began with a linguistic analysis to establish the conceptual roots of the term in Arabic
and to uncover its original semantic structure. We then traced the representations of the concept in the Quranic text by studying
the contexts of the verses, devoting particular research attention to those passages that embody the concept ’behaviorally -
namely ” in the figure of Iblis, “the Devil.” This allowed us to highlight the Quranic usage of the concept within its epistemic
framework. The trajectory of the concept was then followed within the Sufi epistemological field, which corresponds with the
Quranic conceptual system in its understanding of evil and its symbols: Iblis, the Devil, and whispering. Our approach was
further reinforced by insights from neuropsychological research in interpreting these concepts

Finally, we examined the concept within Chabbi’s perspective and her epistemological system, in light of historical
anthropology, seeking to demonstrate the methodological contradictions that fail to align with the nature of the concept.

Keyword: Evil., Semantic analysis, Iblis Satan, historical anthropology, Jacqueline Chabbi ‘
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