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Abstract:

This study investigates the exegetical method of Abt Ishaq al-Zajjaj (d. 311H) by highlighting the
integration of linguistic and rhetorical foundations in Qur’anic interpretation. Al-Zajjaj employed
grammatical analysis as a tool to regulate meaning and determine syntactic relations, while also utilizing
rhetorical devices such as word order, ellipsis, brevity, metaphor, and metonymy to reveal the stylistic
beauty of the Qur’anic text. The research shows that al-Zajjaj did not confine himself to grammar or rhetoric
in isolation, but combined them into a coherent method that bridged the work of grammarians and
rhetoricians, paving the way for ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani’s theory of nazm (textual organization). His
influence on later exegetes such as al-Zamakhshari and al-Razi demonstrates the lasting significance of his
approach, which also offers insights relevant to modern linguistic and rhetorical studies.

Keywords: Al-Zajjaj, Tafsir (Qur’anic Exegesis), Syntax, Rhetorical and linguistic guidance, Linguistic
Integration, Qur’anic ['jaz (Inimitability)
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