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Abstract:

This article aims to deconstruct the fundamental dichotomy that has shaped the evolution of classical Arabic
poetic theory—namely, the relationship between the normativity of craftsmanship and the poetics of transgression.
From its earliest stages, Arabic poetics developed within a strict epistemological framework that conceived of poetry
as a regulated art form, governed by a critical tradition centered on concepts such as sina ‘a (crafismanship) and
‘amiid al-shi ‘v (the Pillar of Poetry). This framework was solidified by early critics such as Ibn Sallam al-Jumahi, al-
Jurjani, and al-Marziigi. However, this rigid view did not go unchallenged. Innovative poets—chief among them Abii
Tammam—sought to destabilize these conventions from within and to establish a new poetics grounded in
interpretation, rhetorical deviation, and symbolic complexity. This movement marks a pivotal transformation in the
conception and function of Arabic poetry. The article approaches this issue by analyzing key terms and exploring the
cultural and intellectual contexts in which they emerged, aiming to uncover the deeper structures that shaped Arab
aesthetic taste and to trace the dialectic between stability and imitation on one hand, and transformation and
innovation on the other.

Keywords: Arabic poetics; Pillar of Poetry; Poetics of transgression; Normative criticism; Poetic
craftsmanship; Tradition and innovation; Critical terminology.
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