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Poetics of the Book Cover in Contemporary Horror Fiction: A Semiotic Reading of the Visual Threshold
in Ahmed Khaled Mostafa’s Works
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Abstract:

The book cover in contemporary fiction acts as a threshold that precedes reading, exercising
visual and linguistic influence on the reader. This article explores how the covers of Ahmed Khaled
Mostafa’s horror novels construct textual identity and shape reception. Using a semiotic approach,
it analyzes visual and linguistic. elements across Antichristos, Al-Holkout, and The Devil Speaks.
The study concludes that the cover fulfills dual aesthetic and interpretive functions, echoing the
narrative’s themes .thus emerging as an autonomous artistic discourse
Keywords: Poetics of the Cover; Horror Novels; Visual Threshold; Semiotics; Ahmed Khaled
Mostafa.
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