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Abstract:

In the years following their emergence, social media platforms have witnessed a deviation from the
purposes for which they were originally created. Instead of being tools for communication, they have
increasingly become platforms of separation, self-centeredness, and rejection of the “other,” whether
ethnically, religiously, gender-based, or ideologically different. As a result, virtual communities were
formed that outwardly resemble real societies but suffer from internal fragmentation and division. This
tendency becomes particularly evident in times of crisis or when issues of public concern arise, as digital
media spaces often turn into incubators and amplifiers of violent and hateful discourse—extending from
reality to the virtual sphere.

This study aims to explore this issue through a descriptive-analytical approach applied to a sample of
hate speech models on Facebook, using content analysis as the main research tool. It also aims to highlight
the legal measures that could help limit the spread of this phenomenon, which poses a growing threat to the
cohesion of Algerian society.
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