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Abstract:

This article discusses the principle of preference (tarjih) as a key method for balancing conflicting
interests and harms. It highlights how this principle, central to applied ijtihad, helps resolve
situations of conflict by weighing outcomes. The study focuses on cases involving competing harms,
where the right choice is unclear. In such cases, preference means choosing the lesser of two evils,
guided by the objectives of the Lawgiver and by considering the consequences of action or inaction.
Hence, the article is titled: “Applying the Principle of Preference in Balancing Competing Harms.”
Keywords: Preference (Tarjih) ; Jurisprudence of Balancing (Figh al-Muwazanah) ; Competing
Harms (al-Mafasid al-Mutazahimah.
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