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Abstract:

In Murij ad-Dahab wa-Ma ‘adin al-Jawhar, Al-Masudi dedicated a full chapter to India
and mentioned it also in his other works. This paper addresses key questions: Who was Al-
Masudi? What is the civilizational value of his works? And what did he mention about India?

This paper aims to delve into the history of India through the writings of Al-Masudi to
understand its present. It comprises two parts: an overview of Al-Masudi and his work; and
his observations on India's geography, kings, and society. Key findings show India as a
strange, magical, contradictory world; rich in culture, wisdom, arts, and science, yet marked
by cruelty and harshness, including torture and killing.
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