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Abu Rayhan al-Biruni's method in studying Hindu doctrine, divinity as a model
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Abstract: The idea of this topic revolves around the problematic concept of divinity among
Hindus, between monotheism and pluralism, and the position of Abu Rayhan al-Biruni on
this problem, so that he provides us with an analytical view and a comprehensive
understanding of this issue, while avoiding issuing direct critical judgments and focusing on
presenting information objectively based on his observations and investigations. He
concluded that the concept of divinity among Hindus differs between the general public and
the elite, as the elite believe in pure monotheism, while the general public believes in

pluralism. The reason for this difference, according to al-Biruni, is that the elite believe in the
rational, while the general public believes in the tangible.
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