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Secularism as a requirement for political society in a pluralistic space - a
reading of the Habermasian thesis
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Abstract:

Post-secular society is a critical project put forward by Jirgen Habermas that asserts that
modern societies have reached a stage that goes beyond the traditional conflict between
religious fundamentalism and extreme secularism. In this project, Habermas argues that
religious citizens can "translate" their religious discourse into a general language that is easy
for lay people to understand, allowing them to communicate and discuss constructively within
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the public sphere. This idea represents an alternative to the classical secularization thesis,
which focused on separating religion from reason or excluding religion from the public sphere.
Habermas's concept of post-secular society is based on a social and philosophical foundation
based on the idea that the current return of religion to the public sphere must be achieved
through dialogue and understanding, with the need for religious groups to accept the secular
constitution and multiculturalism in a democratic state. However, this concept needs further
clarification, especially when applied to non-European societies where religious life and social
conditions also vary. There are criticisms of the concept of rhetorical translation itself and the
limitations it faces, particularly in the extent to which a post-secular society can be achieved in
practice, as it relies heavily on the ability of religious people to express themselves in a
general language and accept intelligent debate, which can be difficult in some cultural and
political contexts. In this article, we conclude that Habermas sees post-secular society as a
new stage based on communicative dialogue between the religious and the secular through
rhetorical translation, with the importance of strengthening the moral practice of religion within
the framework of the democratic state, while pointing to the need to develop concepts to suit
the complexities of different modern societies .

Keywords: secularization; religion; post-secularism; Habermas; public
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