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The Concept of Attribution from Sibawayh's Perspective
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Abstract:

Itis well established that the phenomenon of *isnad* (predication/attribution) is a fundamental
pillar upon which speech is constructed and through which we distinguish between its various
syntactic structures; indeed, the issues surrounding *isnad* in Arabic grammar have long posed
a significant challenge—and a source of considerable ambiguity for scholars, both past and
present. Despite the extensive efforts grammarians have invested in their commentaries and
treatises, a precise and thorough understanding of the types of *isnad* described in the work
of Sibawayh (d. 180 AH) the "Imam of Grammarians" - remains elusive. What, then, are these
types of *isnad* according to Sibawayh, and where exactly does the ambiguity of this subject
lie? And how can these be transcended in modern times? The significance of this research lies
in its examination of grammatical *isnad* (predication) structures in speech from Sibawayh’s
perspective, linking them to the cognitive-rhetorical phenomenon. The study aims to highlight
the key forms of predication identified by Sibawayh, while demonstrating their direct impact on
sentence structure and their relationship to comprehension and the grasping of meaning.
Among the research findings is that Sibawayh’s treatment of the *isnad* phenomenon serves
in the present day- as a tool that opens new horizons for exploring the latent and profound
meanings of texts.

Keywords: 1-The phenomenon of attribution, 2-the predicate and the subject, 3-aspects of
attribution, 4-mental attribution, 5-esoteric meanings.
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