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Abstract:

This study examines the early development of Arabic rhetoric as found in the works of ancient
linguists. It takes as a case study "Qawa‘id al-Shi‘r" of Tha'lab’s regarded as a representative
example of the efforts made by linguistic critics to lay the foundations of Arabic rhetorical theory.
Tha'lab was one of the most prominent scholars in Arabic language and grammar, noted for
his conservative stance toward both language and poetry. He embodied this vision in his book
“ Qawa'id al-Shi‘r,” in which he presents a set of principles upon which the art of poetry is
based.

The rhetorical themes addressed by Tha‘lab in his work fall within the classical branches of
rhetoric, namely:

*The science of meanings (‘ilm al-ma‘ani), where he explores linguistic styles such as
command, prohibition, and declarative statements, while also discussing eloquence, linguistic
clarity, and the natural purity of expression.

*The science of expression (‘ilm al-bayan), in which he examines simile and metaphor, as well
as rhetorical figures such as antithesis (al-tibaq) and paronomasia (al-jinas), which he refers to
respectively as the juxtaposition of opposites and correspondence.
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This study concludes that Tha'lab’s book serves as a bridge between the phase of linguistic
criticism and that of rhetorical composition. Despite its didactic and linguistic methodology, the
work remains one of the most significant classical sources that contributed to the foundational

development of Arabic rhetoric.

Keywords: Arabic rhetoric ; Classical linguists ; Poetry ; Metaphor
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