2026 Olga /1 aa=dl12 alaadl
13-5 g2 o

8Lty B duylia 1MWl 55 3l paddl 3 slpmsall I gyl

Escaping to the Desert in Algerian Reformist Poetry: A Symbolic and Cultural
Approach
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Abstract:

This study explores the symbolic and cultural dimensions of escaping to the desert in Algerian
reformist poetry, considering it as both an artistic and intellectual expression of a critical
toward modern urban life. A number of Algerian poets, particularly those influenced by
religious reformist thought, evoke the desert as a symbolic space embodying purity,
authenticity, and harmony, in contrast to the city, which is often depicted as a site of
materialism, alienation, and value disintegration.

The study is based on the hypothesis that this tendency goes beyond mere spatial nostalgia
and instead constitutes a cultural framework reflecting the poet’'s worldview. It reveals a deep
tension between two opposing systems: a traditional one rooted in nature, and a modern one
shaped by urban transformations.
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Through analyzing poetic representations of the desert, the study uncovers its symbolic,
aesthetic, and imaginative dimensions within literary discourse. It concludes that the desert is
not merely a geographical setting, but rather a civilizational symbol and a spiritual refuge
through which the poet seeks to restore balance and articulate a critical vision of urban reality.

Keywords: Reformist Poetry; Desert; City; Symbolism; Nature
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