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Abstract:

Algeria has undergone a legislative transformation to keep pace with technological
advancements in the media sector, necessitating the establishment of a legal framework for
electronic press. This framework aims to balance the entrenchment of freedom of expression
with the requirements for regulating legal responsibility. The article's problematics center on
studying the legal framework for electronic press in Algeria to determine its capacity to
achieve a balance between guaranteeing freedom of expression on one hand, and defining
the necessary legal responsibilities and controls to regulate this activity on the other.

The study concluded that the new legal system, particularly Law No. 23-19 pertaining to
written and electronic press, aligns with the 2020 constitutional amendment. This amendment
explicitly enshrined constitutional protection for the freedom of electronic press by prohibiting
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prior censorship and preventing custodial sentences for press offenses. In contrast, stringent
regulatory controls were imposed, subjecting periodicals and electronic newspapers to a
declaration system and establishing a regulatory authority specifically for written and
electronic press. Furthermore, a comprehensive system of legal accountability, both civil and
criminal, was enacted, falling upon the publication director and the owner of the journalistic
work. Custodial sentences were replaced with high financial fines and complementary
measures. The research concludes that this balance aims to build a digital media
characterized by freedom and integrity, while ensuring the necessary accountability to protect

public order and individual rights.

Keywords: freedom of electronic press; legal controls; legal responsibility; Law No. 23-19.
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