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The Philosophy of Passions in Modern Western Thought
A Critical Analytical Approach to the Kantian Concept of Passions
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Abstract:

the philosophy of passions, in its anthropological dimension, falls within the major
philosophical questions that revolve around the reality of man between his rational dimension
and his psychological dimension, which includes the passions. Hence, the philosophical
schools differed in their approach to the passions, as will become clear in this article by
addressing the Kantian vision, which is involved in the rational line of the history of
philosophy, which extends from Socrates to the modern and contemporary rationalist
doctrines, which emphasize the rational dimension in man and drop the passions from Human
structure.
To what extent can we adopt the rational approach to human existence as presented by
Kant? Do passions demote a person from his status and deprive him of the freedom to think
and act? Or are passions an energy in the human structure that does not recognize limits or
logic and allows a person to transcend his psychological, mental, and social limits?
Keywords: passions ,Kant, reason , desire ,illness ,energy.
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2 _|bid. (trad. mod.)
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On retrouve ici la distinction faite entre le
caractere  (Charakter) et [I'entétement
(Eigensinn) dans I'addition du § 395, de
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8 La fin de I'histoire et la ruse de la raison
chez Hegel», in G. Marmasse (dir.),
L’histoire, Paris, Vrin, 2010, p. 97

19 Heidegger : Post-scriptum aux Miettes
philosophiques, trad. P. Petit, Paris,
Gallimard, 2002, p. 119).

20 pH 1830-31, éd. cit. p. 156, trad. cit. p. 68.
Cf. PH 1822-23, éd. cit. p. 59, trad. cit. p.
156, pour I'opposition de I'ldée universelle et
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Alquié (dir.), Paris, Gallimard, Bibliotheque
de la Pléiade, 1986, t. 3, p. 1083

BHegel des Principes de la philosophie du
droit, Hegel paraphrase

% _ PH 1822-23, éd. cit. p. 70, trad. cit. p.
165.

27 PH 1830-31, éd. cit. p. 160, trad. cit. p. 70.
Hegel tire vraisemblablement la formule de
Kant, qui la cite entre guillemets et la
critique : « Rien de grand n'a jamais été
accompli dans le monde sans violente
passion » (Anthropologie, 8§ 81, Ak. VII, 267,
trad. cit. p. 1083). Kant s’inspire
probablement des chapitres 6 et suivants de
la troisieme partie du De I'esprit d’Helvétius.
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% Gilles Marmasse, ancien éléve de I'Ecole
Normale Supérieure, agrégé en philosophie
et docteur en philosophie de I'Université
Paris-I Panthéon-Sorbonne, est
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