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Morphological Transformations in Irregular Qur'anic Readings and Their
Semantic Impact: A Semantic Approach to the Last Quarter of the Holy Qur’an
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Abstract:

Irregular Qur’anic readings (*qira’at shadhdha*) constitute an important area of linguistic and
semantic research in Qur'anic studies, revealing the morphological richness and expressive
depth of the Arabic language. This study examines the morphological variations found in
irregular readings and analyzes their semantic effects using examples from the final quarter of
the Quran. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach based on Arabic morphology and
Qur’anic semantics, the research demonstrates that morphological changes—such as vowel
alteration, substitution, addition, or omission—produce nuanced semantic shifts that influence
interpretation and contextual understanding. The findings highlight the close connection
between morphology and irregular readings, viewing them as linguistic phenomena that reflect
the dynamic nature of Arabic and its capacity for meaning generation. Drawing upon key
references such as *Mu‘jam al-Qira’at* by ‘Abd al-Latif al-Khatlb and *al-Durr al-Masn f1
‘Ulom al-Kitab al-Maknin* by al-Samin al-Halabi, the study concludes that morphological
awareness of irregular readings is fundamental for achieving a deeper, more accurate
comprehension of Qur'anic semantics.
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