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Abstract:

Travel literature is one of the most remarkable Arabic literary genres, combining
documentation, narration, and aesthetics. The journey of Ibn Hammadash al-Jaza'irn
represents an important model of 18th-century travel writing, as it records the pilgrimage
experience and portrays the social and cultural life of the Arab East, while offering detailed
depictions of sacred and urban spaces alike. This study raises a central question: How did Ibn
Hammadush construct a rhetorical representation of space in his travel account? Through
analyzing the linguistic, narrative, and symbolic levels that shape the image of space, we aim
to uncover the mechanisms of representation.

The significance of this research lies in its focus on an often-overlooked dimension of travel
writing, namely the rhetorical construction of space, which reveals how places are
transformed from geographical settings into texts charged with cultural and spiritual meanings.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on modern spatial theories
alongside classical Arabic rhetoric. The objective is to highlight the literary and aesthetic value
of Ibn Hammaduash'’s journey and to open new perspectives in the study of Algerian travel
literature.

Keywords: Travel literature; Space; Ibn Hammadash; The rhetorical power of
representational imagery
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