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International Smuggling of Cocaine across West Africa and the Game of
interests between Organized Crime Gangs and High-Ranking Officials
A Study of the Nature of the Relationship
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Abstract:

During the first and second decades of the twenty first century, the region of West Africa has
witnessed a continuous increase of national trans-border organized crime, predominately
smuggling all kinds of drugs. Cocaine brought from Latin America played a major role in that
game under the command of organized crime and complicit local high-ranking government
officials. The festering corruption in the region was the major factor of the emergence of
alliances between the two parties amidst the common interests and profits made from
smuggling and selling this drug consequently.

T byl ol


mailto:bouden.zakarya@univ-alger.dz
mailto:toufikbougaada@hotmail.com

8acl8gy Guogill ¢ (ag £lyyS)y Cululyallg Cigaddl dlle dlas

West Africa has become one of the main cocaine smuggling corridors; Latin America-West
Africa towards Europe in the north, or Asia in the east across east Africa and the Middle East,
which is the reason behind calling this corridor: the road of hope. This road has brought back
hope for crime gangs after the tight pressure conducted over the regular corridor: Latin America-
Europe through the Canary Islands and the Azores Islands by the security authorities of the
European Union: coast guards, customs officials, border guards...etc. All of that resulted in both
an individual and collective reaction to all kinds of organized crime, especially smuggling drugs,
through national strategies adopted by the states located in that region, along with regional and
continental strategies by the Economic Communities of West African States (ECOWAS) and
the African Union. Plus, the international efforts embodied in the strategy of the European Union
and the United Nations Organization, as part of their efforts to fight all kinds of trans-continental
organized crime, and all factors that cause it and help it spread.
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