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Integrating children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder

(ADHD) into public elementary schools from the perspective of educational

counselors: Between reality and aspiration.
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Abstract
The integration of children with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) is
considered a contemporary topic in the field of special education, which has witnessed notable
development in recent years. Integration approaches have emerged as an alternative to the
isolation system in special schools, aiming to transfer these children to the regular school
environment as the appropriate natural social framework for them.

This study aimed to explore the reality of integrating children with ADHD in public
elementary schools from the perspective of educational counselors. The research sample
included 275 male and female counselors from Palestinian public elementary schools. The
questionnaire was used as the main study tool, comprising 26 items distributed across three
dimensions. The results showed that children with mild symptoms (or low severity levels) are
the most accepted in public schools. They also indicated positive attitudes among educational
counselors towards the integration process in general. No statistically significant differences
were recorded between the counselors' opinions regarding the integration of children with
ADHD with their typically developing peers. Additionally, the results did not show any
differences attributable to gender or years of experience. Rather, it was observed that
acceptance of integration increases with the accumulation of professional experience.

Keywords: Integration, children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),
public elementary schools, educational counselors, Palestine.
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