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Interpretation as an insistent mechanism between Mu’tazila thought and Sufi
thought, and its extension in contemporary Arab discourse
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Abstract:

_This intervention aims to explore the element of interpretation in our Arab-Islamic
heritage, as a mechanism that traditional thinking is not devoid of, and this is what the sources
of both the “Mu’tazila” and “Sufi” sects tell us alike. Despite the contradiction that exists
between them, between the verbal rationalism of the Mu'tazilites and the mystical symbolism
of the Sufis, they do not dispense with the mechanism of interpretation in establishing their
pivotal foundations in understanding the sacred Quranic text.

In addition, the extension of this procedural mechanism is not hidden from every critic, in

the proposals of our contemporary thinkers who are inclined to interpretation in its two
aspects, the Mu’tazila or the Sufi, such as what we find in Nasr Abu Zaid, Taha Abd al-
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Rahman, and others. What makes interpretation an insistent mechanism in both Mu'tazila
thought and Sufism? What is the form of its extension in contemporary Arab discourse?

Key words:
- Interpretation mechanism - Arab-Islamic heritage - Mu’tazila thought - Sufi thought -

Contemporary Arab presentation.
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